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involved as to be unable to pay what he regards as adequate interest for the money he has lent; but he will not ordinarily sell him up so long as he can extract from him a good profit in the shape of interest. Then, again, there is something in the climate of India that is against any great or special effoit. The routine of life is as much as most men desire special effort is irksome Thus it is that, from generation to generation, the debt descends, sometimes without increasing in volume to any very appreciable extent, but without diminishing There is one thing the creditor does not like in a debtor who has property such as to form anything like reasonable security. that is repayment of the loan, and the conditions of the debt are generally such as make the repayment of the principal very difficult.
Certain exceptional demands of the debtor for more money tend also to increase or, at all events, to maintain the amount of the debt A man may be repaying his debt steadily year by year; but suddenly a marriage is to take place which must be on a scale of expenditure such as will reflect credit on the family, and be a subject of pride to the married couple in after years. This expenditure may swallow up all that has been repaid, or even more; and the debt is left at least as heavy a burden as before. Or there may be a temporary or local failure m crops, from the direct consequence of which the agriculturist only escapes by incurring fresh debt. With a people who find it exceedingly difficult to get rid of debt when once incurred, and who have many occasions in the course of their ordinary life on which a sudden demand is made for money which they have not at hand, it is only natural that indebtedness should tend to increase.
It is an extraordinary thing how difficult many natives find it to keep money. They are very sensitive to such public opinion as exists in their villages. And that public opinion is frequently unfavourable to the prudent use of money, especially if that money is of the nature of %, " windfall." I had once a native coachman who talked French. I forget how I discovered this